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Memorandum of Cooperation
between
The Office of Healthcare Policy, Cabinet Secretariat of Japan,
The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan and
The Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan,
and
The Ministry of Health of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic

in the field of Healthcare

The Office of Healthcare Policy, Cabinet Secretariat of Japan, the Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare of Japan and the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry of Japan and the Ministry of Health of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
(hereinafter referred to as “Participant” and collectively as “the Participants”),

DESIRING to strengthen friendly relations,

RECOGNIZING the synergies between Japan’s Asia Health and Wellbeing
Initiative (AHWIN) and the Lao PDR’s healthcare policy,

INTENDING to promote cooperation in the field of healthcare as a matter of
mutual interest, bearing in mind the importance and the role of private projects from
the viewpoint of ensuring sustainability,

HEREBY REACHED common recognition to explore opportunities to
enhance cooperation, which includes creation and promotion of private projects, in
the following areas:

1. Human resource development, such as training programs for medical
practitioners, nurses, public health professionals and care workers;

2. Health financing towards universal health coverage, through sharing
Japan’s experiences in public health insurance system;

3. Service delivery and improvement of quality of healthcare such as
exchange of expertise about medical services, elderly care and preventive
medicine and comprehensive offer of services and so on;



4. Healthcare system governance and management, including transfer of
know-how on management of hospitals and community healthcare centers;
and

5. Health information systems, including introduction of Japan’s experiences
and technology regarding telemedicine and electronic health information
systems.

Further, the Participants reached common recognition to explore additional
avenues through which the Participants will enhance and further their mutual interests.
The Participants share the recognition that this Memorandum is intended only to
provide general principles and key matters for initial and prospective cooperation.

Any dispute arising from implementation or interpretation of this
Memorandum will be settled amicably through consultation between the
Participants.

Cooperation under this Memorandum will commence on the date of its signing
and the cooperation will continue for a period of five years. The period of cooperation
under this Memorandum will be automatically extended for another five years, unless
either of the Participants notifies to the other in writing of its intention to terminate the
cooperation under this Memorandum six months before the end of the 5-year period.
On the date of the signing on this Memorandum, the previous Memorandum of
Cooperation in the field of healthcare between the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare of Japan and the Ministry of Health of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
signed in Vientiane on 17th day of November 2013 will be replaced.

This Memorandum was signed in duplicate as a not legally-binding document
in Vientiane, November 30", 2020 in the English language.



For the Office of Healthcare Policy,
Cabinet Secretariat of Japan,

For the Ministry of Health, Labour
and Welfare of Japan, and

For the Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry of Japan

For the Ministry of Health of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic

Takewaka Keizo
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of Japan
to the Lao People’s Democratic
Rupublic

Bounkong Syhavong
Minister of Health of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic
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